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"WHEN my podcast partner, Alan Fleming, 
and I decided to develop a series that profiles 
working artists, we wanted to help listeners 
appreciate the many ways people can 
approach creative challenges,” says Kelly 
Planer, a media professional who also played 
a vital role on JuxtaHub’s branding commit-
tee. “We could have chosen to record our 
series in any number of places, but JuxtaHub 
was the perfect setting because it represents 
so many disciplines.”

JuxtaHub  
Volunteer Creates 

Podcast to Highlight 
the Creative Backstory

Kelly Planer

“OUR first foray into public 
events was almost 2 years ago 
at the beloved Emmaus tradi-
tion known as SnowBlast," 
explains board president Jim 
Baker.  "We literally had a 
blast helping kids build 
robots that could draw, and it 
was so exciting to see the 
enthusiasm everyone had for 
the JuxtaHub plans!" 

As we all know, Covid put 
quite a crimp our ability to 
gather like that, so it's espe-
cially meaningful to have the 
opportunity to participate in 
the 2022 Snowblast, sched-
uled for March 5th from 
noon to 4 pm at the Emmaus 
Triangle Park. 

The event is organized by 
the Emmaus Arts Commis-
sion, which has become a 
vital partner to JuxtaHub. 
Activites will include live 
music, ice sculptures, food 
trucks and plenty of family 
friendly things to do. Juxta-
Hub will be there, too, with a 

coloring design activity that 
ties in to the Art Commis-
sion's ongoing Paint-a- 
Hydrant program. Kids can 
submit their work to the Arts 
Commission with the possi-
bility that their design may 
be chosen to inspire a future 
painted fire hydrant in the 
borough.  

"JuxtaHub is always 
pleased to be involved in 
projects like this," says board 
member Gary Guthrie. 
"We're committed to helping 
our community grow 
through creative experiences, 
and SnowBlast is the ideal 
opportunity to demonstrate 
our mission in action."

JOIN JUXTAHUB AT THE SNOWBLAST! FUNDING UPDATE

Just before the new year, 
JuxtaHub learned that it has 
been awarded a Lehigh 
County Quality of Life Grant 
for $3,000 through a 
program designed to help 
organizations that improve 
cultural, educational and 
economic opportunities.

"The funds will specifically 
be allocated to costs 
associated with renovating 
our building," explains board 
member Audrey Racines, 
who helped parepare the 
application. “We still have 
quite a bit to do in securing 
all the necessary funds to 
open our doors, but receiving 
this award is an important 
step in the process. It 
confirms what we've known 
all along — that JuxtaHub 
will bring a unique value to 
Lehigh County and make our 
area an even better place to 
live and work.” 

In the past year JuxtaHub 
has been able to formalize 
its design plans and initiate 
the permits that will be 
necessary to comply with 
local zoning ordinances.
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Volume 4, Number 1 February  2022

TAQTILE

Board members John Oetting and Shea Zukowski pause to show off their well-
inked hands after helping kids build drawing robots at Snowblast 2020.
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375 South 10th Street 
Emmaus, PA 18049

www.juxtahub.com
Find us on   

contact@juxtahub.com

Connect With Us Today!

* Due to Covid-19 protocols, space is limited; please send us an email at contact@JuxtaHub.
com to reserve a spot and confirm starting times.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OPEN DIGITAL MAKER SPACE HOURS

Tuesdays 3-5:30 and Fridays 11-2
(Contact John via text on 484-942-3084 for  
 building access and confirmation.)

CREATIVE ENTREPRENEURS CIRCLE Wednesdays via Zoom at noon 

TOUR THE BUILDING Fridays at 9 a.m.*

 

For their first episode Planer intervi-
wed Emmaus-based comic illustrator 
Bob McLeod (a photo of them after 
their recording is on the front page). 
McLeod has received international rec-
ognition for his work as co-creator of 
Marvel Comic's The New Mutants. 
Other artists in season one include chil-
dren's book author/illustrator Lucky 
Platt, musician and celebrated open mic 
organizer Phil Stahl, and clothing 

designer Pamela Bastek, who specializes 
in elaborate custom-made Irish dance 
dresses.

"With each episode we delve into the 
'behind-the-scenes' decisions that cre-
ative people face in bringing their work 
to the public,” explains Planer. "There's 
always a story that you never would 
have known otherwise that brings a new 
dimension to whatever it is that they've 
made." 

JUXTAHUB TO CURATE GALLERY SPACE AT YERGEY BREWING
"HELPING local artists display their work 
has always been at the heart of JuxtaHub's 
plans, so when the opportunity to curate 
the wall space at an Emmaus-based 
microwbrewy presented itself, we jumped 
on it," says board member Michael Baker 
who is leading the artists' programs for 
JuxtaHub. 

Yergey Brewing, whose taproom is located 
at 235 Main Street in Emmaus, has a 
long-standing tradition of featuring painting 
and photography for their patrons to enjoy. 
However, by adding JuxtaHub to the mix, 
we'll be able to create a rotating display and 
help connect local artists to new audiences 
who may be interested in buying their work.

The initial display will include works by 
Carol Angstadt, Dave Jacoby, Margie Kav-
chok, Bob McLeod, Kelly Planer, Anthony 
Smith, Jr., and Sid Snyder. 

JuxtaHub is organizing an official unveil-
ing of the collection for March 5th at 1 pm 
to coincide with all the fun happening at 
the SnowBlast festival. Please join us! 

"With each interview we also ask for a 
peek into the artist's creative toolkit 
because we're always looking for new 
ways for our audience to connect with 
fresh ideas; our goal is to inspire every-
one's creative journey," adds Planer. 

Season 2, now in production, will 
include more local and international 
creatives. To tune in, look for The Cre-
ative Backstory on podcasts.com. 


