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JuxtaHub Brings High Tech  
to Emmaus Arts Commission  
Snowblast Winter Arts Festival

JUXTAHUB is coordinating a first of its 
kind Community Augmented Reality Event 
(CARE) to be unveiled at the 16th Annual 
Emmaus Arts Commission’s Snowblast Win-
ter Arts Festival, which will be held  
Saturday February 4th at the Emmaus Triangle 
Park in Emmaus from noon to 4PM.

Recalling the tradition of decorating store-
fronts for the holiday season, the project pairs 
the talents of Emmaus High School students 
enrolled in the Jasper Initiative with cut-
ting-edge digital technology that will enable 
them to create winter-themed augmented reality 
experiences in front of participating businesses. 

Augmented reality is a new creative medium 
that refers to superimposing a computer-gener-
ated 3D image on a user’s view of the real world, 
thus creating a composite scene that blends both 
into one image. To view the students’ displays, 
festival goers will simply point their smart 
phones at a QR code and click to see the work 
appear on screen in front of them. 

“This next generation of technology is 
becoming commonplace, but we’re not yet to 
the point where the average person knows how 
to create an AR experience to share with oth-
ers,” explains John Oetting, the JuxtaHub 
board member who serves as technical advisor 

to the project. “JuxtaHub is driven to help our 
community access such tools, so we’re thrilled 
to work with our local school district and busi-
ness owners on a demonstration project that 
we believe is the first-of-its-kind in the nation.”

When you come out to the EAC Snowblast 
Winter Arts Festival, you will be able to meet 
with more than 50 local artists, vendors, and 
business owners in the Emmaus Triangle and 
around town. JuxtaHub representatives will be 
available to answer any questions you have about 
our collaborative project. Come join the festivi-
ties and get a map of locations so you can per-
sonally interact with these virtual gnomes 
created by local high school students. 

OVER the past few months, board members and volunteers 
have been hard at work in the halls of JuxtaHub’s Digital Mak-
erspace & Metaverse Lab, cleaning out the various items that 
had accumulated in our lobby area and applying fresh coats of 
paint; along the way, we received plenty of helpful advice from 
John Getty of Aurora Design.

JUXTAHUB IS FIRST TO OFFER C.A.R.E.COMMUNITY  UPDATE

On November 6, 2022, the 
entire JuxtaHub community 
was deeply saddened by the 
loss of Guillermo “Bill” Racines, 
husband of our Vice-
President and founding board 
member, Audrey Racines.

Born in Quito, Ecuador, Bill 
studied philosophy before 
traveling to Spain to pursue a 
career as a bullfighter. When 
that chapter of his life closed, 
he found himself in 
Washington DC where he met 
Audrey, who was studying 
law. They soon married and 
settled in Emmaus where they 
raised their family. Bill was a 
very influential coach in 
various youth soccer 
associations, but he was 
equally dedicated to the arts, 
especially music. For years Bill 
played his accordion with 
many local groups in the 
Lehigh Valley, including the 
Emmaus Public Singing 
Society, which frequently 
performs at the Emmaus 
Farmers Market.

JuxtaHub is deeply grateful 
to the many donors far and 
wide who have, to date, 
contributed over $5000 in 
Bill’s memory.
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Karri Schreppel/Wayne Lawler  
JuxtaHub can be found at the 16th Annual EAC Snowblast 
Winter Arts Festival on Saturday, February 4 from 12-4pm. 

DIY RENOVATION TRANSFORMS DIGITAL MAKERSPACE & METAVERSE LAB 

continued . . .

“We felt strongly that it was important to spruce up the 
DMML lobby into a more welcoming space that better 
reflects the professional resources JuxtaHub brings to the 
community,” explained JuxtaHub board president Shea 
Zukowski, who helped organize the effort. “Plus, it’s exciting 
to see such a dramatic improvement when so many people 
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375 South 10th Street 
Emmaus, PA 18049

www.juxtahub.com
Find us on   

contact@juxtahub.com

Connect With Us Today!

* Due to Covid-19 protocols, space is limited; please send us an email at contact@JuxtaHub.com 
to reserve a spot and confirm starting times.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OPEN DIGITAL MAKER SPACE HOURS

Tuesdays 3-5:30 and Fridays 11-2
(Contact John via text on 484-942-3084 for  
 building access and confirmation.)

EAC SNOWBLAST WINTER ARTS FEST Saturday, February 4, 2023 
Emmaus Triangle and Main St area

TOUR THE BUILDING Fridays at 9 a.m.*

 

JUXTAHUB PILOTS WORKSHOPS TO HELP LOCAL BUSINESSES
THE Metaverse is a hot topic in business 
across a variety of industries. Experts pre-
dict that by 2026 enterprise hardware, 
content and apps will represent a $20B 
segment of the market. However, the 
options are vast, so exploring the opportu-
nities, deciding upon an entry point, and 
navigating an implementation plan that 
makes sense presents unique challenges. 

Fortunately, JuxtaHub is in a unique 
position to help regional businesses capi-
talize on the wave of next generation tech-
nology. Over the next few months, 
JuxtaHub is piloting a series of professional 
workshops designed to provide deci-
sion-makers with a better understanding of 
the potential benefits xR may offer their 
company, as well as hands-on access to a 
variety of devices and the insight of an 
industry veteran. Our half-day immersive 
workshops will be tailored to participants’ 
industry and designed to provide valuable 
experiential insights that can lay the 
groundwork for exploring next steps.

Image courtesy of Canva  
JuxtaHub is expanding into the Metaverse with exciting plans which are taking place in our Digital Maker Space 
and Metaverse Lab.  Here local businesses will be able to learn how to navigate into the digitial future. 

Organizations participating in our 
pilot venture include educators from 
Lehigh Carbon Technical Institute as 
well as staff from Lehigh Valley Public 
Media, home of PBS39, the NPR station 
WLVR, and lehighvalleynews.com. 

If you would like to learn more about 
our professional workshops and see how 
JuxtaHub can help your business grow, 
both digitally and communally, please 
contact project lead John Oetting at 
john.oetting@juxtahub.com. 

decide to roll up their sleeves and 
work together on a Saturday after-
noon.”

The conference room, which is next on 
the list of rooms to be painted, will also 
benefit from some lighting improvements 
and new hanging fixtures for artwork. 

And very shortly some carpet and more 
other furnishings will arrive, including a 
collection of vintage Knoll pieces on loan 
from board members Jim Baker and 
Michael Baker. Make sure to follow us on 
social media to see our big reveal of the 
finished results! 

Shea Zukowski  
John Getty from Aurora Design showcasing the sign he 
installed for us. 

“It’s exciting to see such a dramatic improvement when so many people  
decide to roll up their sleeves and work together on a Saturday afternoon.”


